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which I doubt are not to be remedied, until God shall put
it In the hearts of those who are stronger to allow us the
common rights and privileges of brethren, fellow-subjects,
and even of mankind.

The first cause of our misery is the intolerable hardships
we lie under in every branch of our trade, by which we are
become as hewers of wood, and drawers of water, to our
rigorous neighbours.

The second cause of our miserable state is the folly, the
vanity, and ingratitude of those vast numbers, who think
themselves too good to live in the country which gave them
birth, and still gives them bread; and rather choose to pass
their days, and consume their wealth, and draw out the very
vitals of their mother kingdom, among those who heartily
despise them.

These I have but lightly touched on, because I fear they
are not to be redressed, and, besides, I am very sensible how
ready some people are to take offence at the honest truth ;
and, for that reason, I shall omit several other grievances,
under which we are long likely to groan.

I shall therefore go on to relate some other causes of this
nation's poverty, by which, if they continue much longer, it
must infallibly sink to utter ruin.

The first is, that monstrous pride and vanity in both
sexes, especially the weaker sex, who, in the midst of
poverty, are suffered to run into all kind of expense and ex-
travagance in dress, and particularly priding themselves to
wear nothing but what cometh from abroad, disdaining the
growth or manufacture of their own country, in those articles
where they can be better served at home with half the
"^expense; and this is grown to such a height, that they will
carry the whole yearly rent of a good estate at once on then-
body. And, as there is in that sex a spirit of envy, by which
they cannot endure to see others in a better habit than them-
selves, so those, whose fortunes can hardly support then*
families in the necessaries of life, will needs vie with the
richest and greatest amongst us, to the ruin of themselves
and their posterity.

Neither are the men less guilty of this pernicious folly,
who, in imitation of a gaudiness and foppery of dress, intro-
duced of late years into our neighbouring kingdom, (as fools